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Keleher: Los Paisanos

"

LOS PAISANOS
Saludo a Todos Los Paisanos:
The most e~citing literary conversation-piece of the season is the
resolution passed by the members of the New Mexico Library Association at a recent meeting, namely, to give an annual award to the author
of the most outJtanding boo~ on New Mexico. The phrasing of the
resolution is beiJng objectively viewed from all angles, and interested
people are very much pleased not only with the general idea behind it,
but also with the latitude allowed for the award, "by ~hich any author,
regardless <?f birthplace, is eligible provided that his book has something
to do with New Mexico. As one said, "Who knows but that some one
in Walla Walla, Washington, or Peoria, Illinois,· may write another
Death Comes for the ArchbishoP?" The Nominating Committee for
the award will be chosen by January and will be comprised of fifteen
members from various parts of New Mexico who will present t~eir
choice of the best books of the year to an Awards Committee madf up
of five members. Very wise indeed was the decision of rthe
members of the Association that no award would be given if no gook
written on New Mexico was deemed worthy of the recognition. :Just
what the nature of the more tangible and concrete part of the award
will be has· not been decided, but it will be announced in the near
future.
The fall season has also been very exciting from the viewpoint of
publications which cover such a wide range of subject matter that
Christmas shoppers looking for a book by an author of local significance
and national repute should have no difficulty in making a" selection.
The scene of Paul Horgan's latest novel, The Common Hea~t, is laid
in Albuquerque, and readers are having a lot of fun identifying some
of the houses and buildings mentioned in the book. Paul's boyhood
days were spent not so far away from some of them, especially "the
house on the hill" which at one time was an outpost of civilization, and
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beacon for llenadores. The Gommon H~art is Horgan's twelfth
book, the publication of which found him in the Armed Forces. . . .
The opening scene of Conrad Richter's latest novel, Tacy Cromwell, is
laid in Socorro, New Mexico, and then shifts to Bisbee, Arizona, both
backgrounds of fascination for' lovers of the .West generally, and
particularly for New Mexicans.
Friends and admirers of Dorothy B. Hughes throughout the country
and particularly in the state are impressed with the enthusiastic sincerity of the critical analysis of her talent and technique which have
been been made by outstanding reviewers of mysteries. Unreservedly,
minus jargon and "blurb," they are placing her latest book, The Fallen
Sparrow, on the thriller-of-the-year shelf, and .Dorothy herself, on the
.
top rung of mystery writers.
Jose Garcia Villa, the young native of the Philippines who not so
many years ago "fathered tales" at the University of New Mexico which
rocketed hipl to fame, is the author of a book of poems published recently by the Viking Press and called Have Come, Am Here. New
Mexico frien~ and former college friends at the University in particular are· very much interested in the acclaim
which he is receiving
from
.
.
the critics. According to Mark Van Doren, "Mr. Villa seems to possess
one of the purest and- most natural gifts discoverable anywhere in contemporary poetry." Raymond Weaver says, "Villa's poems strike me as
being as superbly momentous and beautiful articulations as any I've
now il1 the flesh." Irwin Edman
says
come across by any man or woman
.
.
" that he is tempJ;ed to compare him to Blake, and that ~e seems by "all
odds the most original and genuine poet to have appeared in this country in almost a generation." Have Come, Am Here contains one hundred and- twenty-seven poems, and the young poet's own comments on
his theories of poetry.
Among the interesting publications by the University of New Mexico Press is Dr. Stuart Northrop's book Minerals of New Mexico, which
compiles published materials, describes the minerals, and gives a full
record of their occurrence-in New Mexico. One of the most fascinating
parts of the' book is the introductory ch3lpter, some of the material
of which was obtained from Spanish chronicles in which are found
observations on minerals dating from Coronado~sentry. . . . Pima and
Papago Indian Agriculturl!, by Edward F. Castetter and Willis H. Bell,
is another of the important books of the year. The handSome volume is
the first one in the Inter-Americana Series, dealing with Latin America
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and cultural relations in the Southwest. Dr. Joaquin Ortega, general·
editor of the series, has announced as one of the important future publications A n A nthology of Readings in Social, Economic, and Political
Problems of Latin A merica, selected from Latin American Writers,
edited by Richard F. Behrendt, and· translated by Albert R. Lopes and
Katherine G. Simons.
Isaac Rosenfeld reviewed The Best American Short Stories: I942,
edited by'-Martha Foley, in the October .5 issue of the New Republic.
The reviewer had the following to say about Boyce Eakin's short story,
"Prairies": "... among the subjective stor:ies dealing with emotional
relationships, you find some genuine expression. Clearly the best story
in the book is 'Prairies: by Boyce Eakin. For once you have a complete_
story, not a hangnail sketch, complete because the writer does not write
for the eye or the ear alone, but also makes an effort to understand the
material he is presenting. And he understands it well enough, for he
treats the emotional significance of his experience bravely, without coyness or smartness, without the sentimentality of false pity or the equally
sentimental bluff of the hard-boiled egg." Mr. Eakin's story first
appeared in the August, 1941, issue of the NEW MEXICO QUARTERLY
REVIEW, and was his first published story. "The War and Its Impact
on American Business," an article written by Earl L. l\{oulton of Albuquerque and published in the August, 1942, issue of the NEW MEXICO
QUARTERLY REVIEW has been reprinted in the Congressional J!.ecord.
. Erna Fergusson has finished the manuscript of her book on Chile,
has sent it off to her publishers, and for the next few months will do a
bit of well-earned ,relaxing. Alfred A. Knopf spent !1 few days here last
month conferring with Miss Fergusson in regard to publication plans
for what will undoubtedly be one of the most significant books on
Knopf's spring list. . . . Witter Bynner, distinguished poet, is state
chairman of the China Relief Organization and as such has been very
busy. His recent lecture in Albuquerque (for the benefit of China
Relief) on the subject of Chinese poetry was authoritative and stimulating, as one would expect from the author of. The Jade Mountain
. . . . Lynn Riggs, noted playwright, who calls Santa Fe home,
has joined the Armed Forces. . . . Among the four Penguin reprints
for October was Tombstone: An Iliad of the Southwest, that well-done
tale about the frontier days of Tombstone, Arizona. Penguin's January
schedule will include The Saga of Billy the Kid, by the same author.
. Among the early winter publications by the Rydal Press of Santa
Published by UNM Digital Repository, 1942

3

New Mexico Quarterly, Vol. 12 [1942], Iss. 4, Art. 22

LOS

\

511

PAISANOS

Fe will be The Maxwell Land Grant, by W. A. :Keleher. The book will
contain maps, pictures, a definitive bibliography of the period, and will
be bound by Hazel Dries.
Charles Van Landingham's series of articles called "Escape from
Bataan" which have been appearing in the Saturday Evening Post have
been terribly significant for every reader, but especially so for all of us
in New Mexico, particularly such a paragraph as this: "One night our
Filipino sentry awakened me and whispered that two men had parked
a truck 100 yards down the r.oad and wete talking in Japanese: Several
of us took rifles and grenades ~nd crept through the jungle to surround
them. When we approached the truck, I recognized the slurred Spanish of the U. S.-Mexicanborder; The two were Mexican~American
boys from a New Mex,ico anti-aircraft battery'that had taken up a positioty that day. near our camp. Their staccato Spanish was so different .
from. the soft Castilian spoken in the Philippines that our sentry had
failed to recognize it. The presence of this glin battery cheered us a lot.
We no longer. had to watch the enemy dive bombers sailing unchal.
lenged a few hundred fee~ overhead."
Hasta la proxima vez.
JULIA

..

https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq/vol12/iss4/22

KELEHER

-,

4

